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Up to Speed
VP Corner

Welcome to the first newsletter of our fiscal year.  We’re excited to bring you this latest edition 
of Up to Speed, and we hope that what you find in this issue will help encourage and inspire all 
of us to forge ahead during these challenging times by seeking new opportunities and explor-
ing our collective potential.   

As we look ahead, we see some bright spots on the horizon, and we will be leveraging some  
public forums to reach our customers, partners and friends in the business. Please join us at  
the upcoming SAE 2009 World Congress in Detroit from April 20-23. Our engineering team will  
be there in full force, participating in technical sessions and addressing topics that include 
Multimedia Systems, Advanced Controls and Navigation, Software/Hardware Systems and 

Intelligent Transportation Systems. SAE World Congress is an annual event that brings together the automotive indus-
try’s engineering talent to share knowledge and foster collaboration. You will not want to miss this year’s event.

In other news, Dave Stone has taken on a dual responsibility as the Sales and Marketing Director. Dave’s vast experi-
ence in both engineering and marketing will bring a new and exciting approach to our sales team as we move into the 
next phase of our business.

Please join us at the SAE World Congress. We would love to see you and hear your 
thoughts on how we can continue to work together to bring innovative, collaborative  
solutions to our industry. 

Jim Trent 
Vice President, Multipurpose Microcontroller and Automotive Group

Product Update
The first calendar quarter of 2009 was a busy time for the Automotive Business Unit, as NEC Electronics America  
completed three new announcements, showcasing new technologies and agreements designed to enhance the  
company’s automotive portfolio.  

The newest member of NEC Electronics’ automotive infotainment lineup is the innovative new system-on-a-chip (SoC),  
the µPD35502. This latest device was created to address the need for advanced hardware and matching software to  
support a rich automotive infotainment and connectivity experience.

The µPD35502 enables music data processing to realize playback of multiple songs, multiple sources and multiple  
destinations, allowing the flexibility to play different songs in the front and rear seats. This device also has the further  
advantage of enabling field upgrades of key system characteristics, such as adding new human machine interface (HMI) 
features, new versions of existing audio codecs and adding completely new codecs as they become popular in the market.

To speed system development, a complete software package will be offered in production-ready form, eliminating time 
and resources for developing car audio systems.

Collaboration Spotlight
NEC Electronics America Distributes VaST Electronics Virtualization Solutions  
for NEC Electronics’ Advanced Automotive Microcontroller Products

On January 15, 2009, NEC Electronics America announced it had entered into an agreement with VaST (Sunnyvale,  
California), a leader in electronics virtualization, to distribute VaST technology with NEC Electronics’ automotive micro-
controller products. The agreement will enable NEC Electronics America’s sales team to have an expanded tool offering, 
while VaST receives a wider market reach for its tools.
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In The News
NEC Electronics introduces new SoC 
for car audio systems

NEC Electronics America announces 
release of complete microcontroller 
abstraction layer based on AUTOSAR 
release 3.0/3.1

NEC Electronics America announces 
agreement to distribute VaST elec-
tronics virtualization solutions for 
NEC Electronics’ advanced automo-
tive microcontroller products

NEC Electronics extends support for 
automotive audio and navigation 
control systems with new 32-bit 
microcontrollers boasting indus-
try’s highest built-in flash memory 
capacity

NEC Electronics, KPIT, and ETAS col-
laborate on automotive software  
development environment to  
promote AUTOSAR standard

“Action is the  

foundational key  

to all success.”

– Pablo Picasso
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